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SOJOURNER
TRUTH

1797 - 1883

Sojourner Truth was an American abolitionist
and civil rights activist. Formerly enslaved, in
1827, Sojourner managed to run away to an
abolitionist family who bought her freedom
for $20. Sojourner became a preacher, 5
speaking on the evils of enslavement. In "
1851, Sojourner joined a women's

rights tour and whilst at Ohio

Women's Rights Convention she

delivered her infamous speech,

'Ain't | a Woman?', demanding equal

rights for all women.
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NOOR INAYAT KHAN

1914 - 1944

Khan was a British wartime secret agent of Indian Muslim
descent. In late 1942, she was recruited to join the Special
Operations Executive as a radio operator, becoming the first
female operative to be sent into Nazi-occupied

e France. In October of 1943, however, she was
betrayed. Despite being imprisoned, sent to

solitary confinement and subjected to repeated

torture, Khan refused to give up any information.

The following year she was transferred to a

concentration camp where she was shot.

For her defiance and courage, Khan
was posthumously awarded the
George Cross in 1949.
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"That man over there says that women need to be
helped into carriages, and lifted over ditches, and
to have the best place everywhere. Nobody ever
helps me into carriages, or over mud-puddles, or
gives me any best place! And ain’t | a woman?
Look at me! Look at my arm! | have ploughed and
planted, and gathered into barns, and no man
could head me! And ain’t | a woman? | could work
as much and eat as much as a man - when | could
get it - and bear the lash as well! And ain’t | a
woman? | have borne thirteen children, and seen
most all sold off to slavery, and when | cried out
with my mother’s grief, none but Jesus heard me!
And ain’t | a woman?"

- Sojourner Truth, Ain't | a Woman?

The forgotten women of colour making history

1915 - 1964

Women's History Month

The forgotten women of colour making history

MARY PRINCE

1788 - sometime after 1833

Mary Prince was born in Bermuda to an enslaved African family.
When brought to England in 1828, Prince fled her slave owners
and was taken in by the Anti-Slavery Society. Though a free
woman in Britain, she risked becoming enslaved again if she were
to travel back to Bermuda. With help from the Society,ﬁsh‘e
petitioned Parliament for the freedom of herself and all &
other enslaved people in the Caribbean, thus becoming the

first woman in Britain to ever petition Parliament!

y\
She began working for writer and secretary of the \(
Society, Thomas Pringle, recounting the brutality of o
her enslavement to him. In 1831, her book The History of

Mary Prince was published, becoming the first book by a

Black woman to be published in Britain! To date, hers is

the only autobiographical account of a formerly enslaved M
woman. Its story had a great impact, and six months later
Britain saw the total abolishment of slavery.
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MARY KENNER

1912 - 2006

Mary Kenner was born into a family of inventors, with her father
sparking her interest in discovery and creation. She went on to
invent an adjustable sanitary belt with an in-built, moisture-
proof napkin pocket - which we now know as the sanitary pad!

Although her patent application was approved in 1956, the first
company to show interest immediately rejected her after
finding out she was Black. Kenner sadly never made any money
from her sanitary belt as other companies also refused to work
with her and the patent expired and became public domain,
allowing it to be freely commercially manufactured. i
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